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The Princess 
and the Frog 


illustrated 
by 
SUE KING 


bused on a traditional folk tale 
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The Princess was so upset that she 
began to sob. 


“Why are you crying, Princess?” 
croaked a voice nearby. 


The tearful Princess looked up in 
surprise and saw a frog sitting at the 
edge of the pool. 


“My ball has fallen into the water!” 
she sobbed. “It is lost for ever.” 














“Perhaps I can help,” said the frog. 
“What will you give me if I find 
your ball?” 


“Anything you like,” cried the 
Princess. “My dresses, my jewels, or 
even my golden crown.” 


“I don’t want any of those,” said the 
frog. “All I want is for you to love me 
and be my friend. I want to eat from 
your plate and sleep in your bed.” 











“You can have anything you want if 
you find my ball, I promise,” said the 
Princess eagerly, certain that the frog 
could never live like a human. 


SPLOSH! The frog dived into the 
pool and disappeared beneath the 
water. 


“He will never find it,” thought the 
Princess. 


But in a minute the frog’s head 
appeared above the water with the 
golden ball. 








The Princess was so happy to have her 
favourite toy again that she forgot her 
promise immediately. She picked up 
the golden ball and ran off through 
the forest to her father’s castle. 


“Wait for me! Wait for me!” cried the 
frog, jumping along as fast as he 
could. But he couldn’t catch up with 
the Princess. 








Next day, as the Princess sat at the 
dinner table with the King and her 
sisters, there came a knock at the 
door, followed by a croaking sound. 


At first the Princess pretended not to 
hear. She was dreadfully afraid that 
she recognised the sound outside. 


“Princess! Princess! Let me come in!” 
came the croaking again. The Princess 
got up crossly and opened the door. 


The frog who had helped her the 

previous day hopped into the room. 
But before he could speak, the 
Princess rudely pushed him out and 
slammed the door. 








The King saw that his youngest 
daughter had turned pale. 


“What has frightened you, my dear?” 
he asked. “Is there a giant outside the 
door who has come to take you away?” 


“No, Father,” the Princess replied. 
“It’s only a horrible, slimy frog. He 
rescued my ball from the pool and in 
return I promised that he could eat 
from my plate and sleep in my bed.” 








“Then you must keep your promise,” 
said the King sternly. “Open the 
door!” 


So the Princess reluctantly opened the 
door and the frog hopped in. 


“Lift me onto the table,” he said, “so 
that I can eat from your plate.” 


The Princess shuddered at the idea of 
touching the slimy frog, but her father 
was watching her. She picked up the 
frog and watched him feed from her 
plate, hardly able to eat a bite herself. 


















At the end of the meal, the frog said, 
“I am very tired. Please take me to 
your room so that I can share your 
soft bed.” 


The Princess burst into tears, but the 
King said, “The frog helped you and 
now you must help him. Pick him up 
and take him to your room.” 





When she reached her bedroom, the 
Princess put the frog down in the 
farthest corner. But the frog said, 
“Lift me up and put me on your bed, 
or I will tell your father.” 


So the Princess picked up the frog 
and dropped him quickly onto her 
silken pillow. 


Suddenly, before her very eyes, the 
frog turned into a handsome prince. 


“Please don’t be frightened,” he said. 








The Prince told her how he had been 
turned into a frog by an evil witch. 


“Only a princess could break the spell 
by taking me to live with her,” he 

explained. “Now, thanks to you, | am 
free at last.” ) 


The Prince had watched the Princess 
playing in the forest and had fallen in 
love with her. “Do you think you 
could love me and be my friend 
now?” he asked. The Princess was so 
happy that she could hardly speak. 


The Prince and the Princess were 
married and lived happily ever after. 
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